THE EMPIRE OF  CHARLEMAGNE
who exercised the power ought also to bear the title to it. Pepin
thereupon had himself proclaimed king by the Franks and con-
secrated by the bishops. A new Pope next visited Gaul and,
following the model of the Jewish kings in the Holy Scriptures,
anointed Pepin, his wife and sons with consecrated oil. This
ceremony, performed with the object of conferring a sacred
character upon the new family of kings, was repeated under the
name of the sacre (coronation) till as recently as 1824, at ^ta
coronation of Charles X. In return for this, Pepin won back from
the King of the Lombards the cities forming the States of the
Church and restored them to the see of Peter, thus securing the
temporal power of the Pope. This alliance between the Pope, as
supreme head of the Church, and the most powerful king in
Europe paved the way for the restoration of unity by a union
between the two authorities, the spiritual and the military. Pepin
consummated this unity by destroying the family of the kings of
Aquitania, thus bringing back the whole of the country between
the Pyrenees and the Loire under the rule of the Prankish king
and uniting all Gaul under a single authority.
jthe empire of charlemagne
Pepin's son Charles, known as Charles the Great or Charle-
magne, having become master of Gaul and the greater part of
Germany, spent more than thirty years on campaign with a view
to the aggrandizement of the territories under his sway. He de-
stroyed the power of the Lombards and assumed the title of King
of the Lombards. He subdued the Saxons, the only Germanic
people that had remained independent, and forced them to be-
come converted to Christianity. He won from the Moslems of
Spain the land between the Pyrenees and the Ebro, which remained
dependent upon France for a long time and afterwards became
Catalonia. These wars were waged on the frontiers alone; in the
interior, war was at an end, and peace was restored as in the days
of the Romans,
By the time Charlemagne had united all the Christian peoples
of the West under his rule, the title of King seemed inadequate
for such a powerful sovereign. An Emperor had still survived at
Constantinople, but when he was made away with by a woman,
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